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U.S. -MEXICO  CHECKING  LIVESTOCK  QUARANTINE 


Cattle  raisers  of  the  Unitod  States  and  Mexico  have  a  joint  interest  in  a 
veterinary  survey  being  conducted  by  the  two  countries.    Purposo  of  the  survey  is 
to  determine  whether  the  importation  of  cattle  from  Brazil,  whore  f oot-and-nouth 
disease  exists,  may  have  caused  the  introduction  of  tho  disease  into  Mexico,  with 
resulting  danger  to  the  livestock  industry  of  the  United  States.     The  danger  is 
regarded  as  important  since  normally  about  half  a  million  Mexican  cattle  aro  im- 
ported into  the  U.S.  each  year. 

Because  of  costly  experience  with  past  invasions  of  foot-and-mouth  disease 
and  the  present  possibility  of  its  existence  in  Mexico,  the  U.  S,  established  on 
June  5  a  border  quarantine  that  halted  tho  customary  importations  of  Mexioan 
cattle.    The  present  survey  is  the  result  of  recommendations  by  the  Mexican-United 
States  Agricultural  Commission,  composed  of  members  of  the  Departments  cf  Agricul- 
ture of  the  two  countries.    If  the  findings  of  the  survey  prove  negative,  tho  im- 
port restrictions  will  be  lifted. 


The  national  Price  Decontrol  Board  on  September  18  considered  tho  problem  of 
rising  raarket  prices  for  butter  and  choose  which  aro  not  under  price  control. 
"Higher  ericcs  for  butter  and  cheese  threaten  to  bring  about  higher  prices  in 
other  manufactured  dairy  products,  thus  endangering  the  general  price  level  of 
all  dairy  products,"  tho  Board  said  in  a  statement  issued  before  its  meeting. 
Milk,  butter,  cheese,  and  other  dairy  products  were  left  free  of  price  coiling 
in  the  Board1  s^  initial  rulings  on  price  controls. 


DAIRY  PRICES  BEING  STUDIED 
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MILK  AND  EGG  SUPPLY  LESS 

Both  r.ilk  and  egg  production  on  farms  slumped  during  August  below  the  sr.no 
month  last  year.    Mill?  output  dropped  Z%  although  it  -was  still  the  second  largest 
-n-ugust  production  on  record  while  egg  production  was  8  percent  below  August  1945. 
For  the  first  eight  months,  egg  production  was  two  percent  less  than  last  year 
but  2  7  percent  above  average. 

US DA  DROPPING  MEAT  FROM  SHOPPING  LIST 

Domestic  procurement  of  meats  and  meat  products  (excluding  lard)  for  c;:pcrt 
to  oash-paying  foreign  governments  will  be  discontinued  by  the  Department  of 
Agriculture  on  September  30.     Purchases  for  UNRRA  will  continue  until  the  end  of 
that  program.    The  action  is  in  line  with  the  Department's  policy  of  returning 
the  procurement  of  food  for  cash  paying  governments  to  regular  commercial  channels 
as  rapidly  as  possible. 

Procurement  of  this  type  to  bo  continued  will  be  dairy  products,  dried  and 
frozen  eggs,  animal  fats  including  lard,  vegetable  oils  and  vegetable  oil  pro- 
ducts, vsheatj  corn,  beans,  rice,  canned  fish  and  seeds.    Under  the  Government 
procurement  program,  cash-paying  foreign  countries  have  deposited  $ 64 5  million 
with  the  Department  for  purchase  of  American  farm  products.     Countries  making 
the  purchases  have  included  the  United  Kingdom,  France  Netherlands,  Netherlands 
Fast  Indies,  Belgium  and  India. 

PRODUCTION  HIGHER  FCR  3 SANS  AND  P3AS 
The  dry  bean  crop  of  more  than  14*7  million  bags  indicated  for  1046  is  1.1 
million  bags  above  last  year,  but  1»6  million  bags  belov;  the  1955-44  average. 
The  indicated  drv  pea  crop  is  6.8  million  bags  compared  With  last  year's  crop  of 
5.5  million  bags.    More  than  four-fifths  of  this  pea  crop  was  grown  in  Washington 
and  Idaho. 

(MORE) 
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INFORMATION  AVAILABLE  ON  TARIFFS  AND  QUOTAS 
The  United  States  has  in  force  29  trade  agreements  with  25  countries.  In 
these  this  country  has  reduced  duties  or  import  taxes  on  542  agricultural  tariff 
classifications ,  pledged  not  to  increase  the  existing  levies  on  95  classifica- 
tions, and  to  keep  77  classifications  free  of  duty  or  other  levies.     Detailed  in- 
formation on  the  agreements,  together  with  all  U.  S.  tariffs  and  quotas  affecting 
agricultural  products  is  shown  in  "United  States  Tariff  Rates  on  Agricultural 
Products,"  a  publication  recently  released  by  the  Department  of  Agriculture. 
Copies  are  available  on  request  to  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics,  USDA. 

STATE  FAIR  EXHIBITS 
Educational  exhibits  from  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture 
scheduled  for  display  at  the  New  Mexico  State  Fair  in  Albuquerque,  September  29 
to  October  3,  have  for  their  keynote,  "Livestock  and  Forage"  in  relation  to  use 
of  land  and  will  provide  information  helpful  to  New  Mexico  farmers  in  post-war 
farming.    In  a  frontage  of  about  12  5  feet  the  exhibits  will  discuss  problems  that 
confront  farmers  and  lives tockmen  in  their  efforts  to  maintain  sound  agricultural 
methods. 

3ome  of  the  points  given  major  attention  are  use  of  pasture,  roughage  or 
woods  to  accomplish  soil  improvements  without  serious  loss  of  income;  beef  yields 
and  production  costs  from  fertilizer  and  untreated  pastures;  how  tc  obtain  high 
quality  hay;  how  right  combinations  in  breeding  produce  larger  lambs  and  more 
wool  and  how  the  farmer  may  learn  his  market  and  keep  abreast  of  its  changes .  V 

(MORE)  • 


CONSERVATIVE  USE  OF  RAI-EES 

The  stockmen  who  have  practiced  conservative  grazing  year  in  and  year  out 
now  find  themselves  in  a  much  better  position  to  weather  the  present  drouth  con- 
ditions, than  those  who  have  been  stocked  to  capacity  and  ever. 

hoy  Connelley,  State  PRIA  Range  Specialist,  says  that  the  past  two  years 
drought,  which  has  occurred  in  some  areas,  has  made  the  multiple  benefits  result- 
ing from  proper  stocking  and  deferred  or  rotation  grazing  much  more  evident* 
Ranchers  v/ho  are  having  to  ship  the  majority  of  their  livestock  should  consult  and 

seek  advice  from  the  neighbor  who  was  not  forced  to  make  much  of  a  reduction. 

i 

GRASSHOPPERS  A* PLENTY 
A  heavy  infestation  of  grasshoppers  along  the  Gila  River  and  vicinity  is  re- 
ported by  Orvil  Reynolds,  District  PMA  Representative,    Grasshoppers  are  doing 
considerable  damage  to  crops  and  range  land,  Reynolds  said.  One  ranoher,  in  fact, 
reported  his  range  land  as  being  overgrazed,  not  from  cattle  but  from  grass- 
hoppers.   Because  of  this  condition,  he  is  being  forced  to  sell  or  move  all  of 
his  cattle* 

******* 

Sleeping  sickness  threatens  this  month.    More  than  1,000  of  the  3,200  cases 
of  sleeping  sickness  in  horses  last  year  occurred  in  September,  according  to  a 
veterinarian  report.     This  should  be  a  reminder  of  the  importance  of  having  horses 
vaccinated  against  the  disease, 

******* 

The  older  the  land,  the  better  care  it  needs, 

******* 

Destruction  by  fire  in  the  first  six  months  of  1946  exceeded  the  total  yearly 
loss  in  8  of  the  last  14  years.     Fire  Prevention  Week  is  October  6  -  12,  but  every 
precaution  against  fire  should  be  taken  every  week.    One-half  of  all  fires  are  in 
homes* 
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